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About the partners

P&O Ferries and Stena Line, between us, This makes our annual passenger volume around
provide 26 da“y sailings between Northern one-third of that of the entire Scotland-wide Caledonian

Macbrayne network, and our annual freight vehicle volume
Ireland and Scotland. s five times higher.

These services represent the only alternative to air travel
between Northern Ireland and Scotland, and are operated
on an entirely commercial basis. Between us, we carry
annually:

Belfast Harbour is Belfast’s Port Authority and operates a
principal maritime gateway on the island of Ireland.
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The roads today

The A75 and A77 are two of Scotland’s most
important roads. Not only are they the main
arteries serving the entire south west of
Scotland, they are also the access points to
Northern Ireland at one end, and to Scotland’s
central belt (in the case of the A77) and to
England (in the case of the A75) at the other.

The A75 forms part of the E18 Euroroute, running
from Northern Ireland to Russia.

But they are roads with problems. Our
partnership wants to help make them safer,
greener, better.

There has been no shortage of criticism over
many years from residents, tourists, hauliers,
businesses, local politicians, emergency services
and safety campaigners, not least ourselves. We
have created 21st century ports, serviced by 20th
century roads.

This is, primarily, a safety issue. Whether riding a
bike, or driving a car or a truck, lives are at risk on
the A75 and A77, as the figures on the next page

show.

Secondly, there are important environmental
considerations with one haulier reporting that its
emissions data show that on average, lorries on
these roads emit nearly two tonnes more CO2
every day than they would on a dual carriageway.

In other words an uncongested road is better for
the environment. The climate consequences of
future inaction on improving the A75 and A77
will inevitably mean more passengers opting for
air transport or making longer journeys to reach
ports in northern England and consequently
longer (and higher carbon emitting) sea journeys.

Thirdly, the roads are too slow and unreliable.
For freight traffic in particular, with a reliance

on ‘just in time' deliveries, and therefore a need
for consistent and reliable journey times, the
A75 and A77 are unsatisfactory. The lack of
dual carriageways, risks of long diversions in

the event of a closure and slower speed limits
passing through towns and villages make it
nearly impossible for drivers on the A77 and A75
to be sure how long the journey will take.

These three requirements - safer, greener, better
- are more important now than ever, because we
are seeing an increase in traffic on our ferries,
and on the A75 and A77. Every day, these roads
are becoming less safe, less green and less
efficient.

The roads are a material impediment obstructing
plans to grow the South of Scotland’s economy,
to encourage entrepreneurship and innovation

in diverse, rural communities, and to make them
strong, fair and sustainable.



Hard facts
- Safer

Almost 2 tonnes
more CO2 every day
on each road?

Casualties'
A75
2017 2019
2016 2018 2020
A77
2017 2019
2016 2018 2020
®

o
=, EVERY 3 DAYS,
é?} THERE IS A
=_/ CASUALTY ON THE

A75 AND A77

Average speed on the A773

37.7MPH
~0 Ayr-Cairnryan

Scotland’s slowest A-road

Average speed on the A75

44 OMPH
\O Gretna-Cairnryan

Scotland’s 5th slowest A-road

1. Transport Scotland in response to Emma Harper MSP. 2. Figures calculated using emissions data from leading haulier based on a comparison between the A75 and
the A55 (additional 640 tonnes per annum = 1.75 tonnes per day). 3. South West Scotland Transport Study, Scottish Government, 2019. 4. 564 casualties in 5 years

(1825 days) = one casualty every 3.24 days.



Our vision

Stena Line and P&O Ferries carry around 1.75 million passengers between
Northern Ireland and Scotland every year, as well as almost 500,000 cars and

over 400,000 freight vehicles.

We move people. We move people
visiting friends and relatives. We move
holidaymakers around the British Isles.
And we move hauliers and the goods
they carry from Northern Ireland, through
Great Britain, to Europe, and back again,
with all the benefits to the south of
Scotland economy, which have been long
established.

We expect continued growth. 45% of
Northern Ireland’s trade with the UK
already transits through Scotland, and
we are planning for further expansion. In
the past 10 years alone Stena Line has
invested over £230m in the route that
serves there, including £100m in the new
port at Loch Ryan and £130m on two
ferries to serve it.

Our vision is of a future where the A75
and the A77 help and serve people,
holidaymakers, hauliers and small
businesses, rather than hindering them
and delaying their journeys, and in many
cases, putting their safety at risk.

Our vision is of a future where we carry
more bicycles in both directions, enabling

people to enjoy the wonderful bike routes
available in both nations, including
through the villages on the A75 and A77,
which are in future bypassed.

Our vision is of a future where we carry
more electric vehicles, charging them on
our ferries, to help turn the A75 and A77
into electric highways.

Our vision is of a future where two feet,
two wheels, four wheels and 16 wheels
roll off our ferries and move along the
A75 and A77 safely, efficiently, and with
as little impact on the environment as
possible.

This is not about new capacity on our
roads. This is about safer, greener,
capacity on our roads. We want our
passengers to leave a small impression
on these roads, but make

a large, enduring impact on the
communities we serve.

ChargePlace Scotland

electric vehicle charging




Targeted
Improvements

Improving roads is not an overnight process.
We understand that a continuous programme of
improvements = inc|uding partial dua“ing, bypassing NEWTON STEWART — GATEHOUSE OF FLEET REALIGNMENT AND NEW JUNCTIONS
COLLIN - HARDGROVE SAFETY WIDENING

HARDGROVE — ANNAN SAFETY WIDENING

ANNAN — GRETNA SAFETY WIDENING

A75 (E18)

Prlorlty 1 SPRINGHOLM BYPASS
CROCKETFORD BYPASS

BARLAE - NEWTON STEWART REALIGNMENT
DUMFRIES BYPASS Il (SOUTHERN BYPASS)

and other initiatives which replace existing
low-quality stretches with safer, greener, better
alternatives — will take time.

Here we outline what we see as the first, second GATEHOUSE OF FLEET — CASTLE DOUGLAS SAFETY WIDENING
and third priority phases, which is derived from our CASTLE DOUGLAS — SPRINGHOLM SAFETY WIDENING
discussions with customers and local south west
Scotland businesses.

This prioritisation is a response to our local
knowledge of need. They are the hotspots which will
need to become safer, greener, better first. However,
we expect that all improvements in priorities 1, 2 and
3 will be implemented.

DUMFRIES

. Collin

. Crocketford Hardgrove

Springholm
Newton
Stewart

Castle
Douglas

Gatehouse
of Fleet



@ Minishant

Maybole

Kirkoswald

Turnberry

Girvan

Lendalfoot

A77

‘ Ballantrae

CAIRNRYAN — BALLANTRAE REALIGNMENT
LENDALFOOT BYPASS

AYR IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDING MINISHANT BYPASS
GIRVAN BYPASS

Pnorlty 2 TURNBERRY/KIRKOSWALD BYPASS
i CAIRNRYAN — INNERMESSAN C
Cairnryan
Pnor'ty 3 GIRVAN — TURNBERRY REALIGNMENT

KIRKOSWALD — MAYBOLE SAFETY WIDENING

Innermessan CAIRNRYAN BYPASS

STRANRAER

Cairnryan

Innermessan

Castle

STRANRAER @ @ Kennedy

A751

JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS
AT A75 AND A77 ENDS



Union Connectivity Review and
Strategic Transport Projects Review 2

UCR

+ UK Government
+ Reported November 2021
« DfT response expected early 2022

The UK Government should offer funding to
support the upgrade of the A75.

UCR, p. 10, 26.11.2021

Encourages the Scottish Government
to improve the A77 to support journeys
between Belfast, Glasgow, and Aberdeen.

UCR, p. 45, 26.11.2021

STPR2

+ Scottish Government
+ Expected early 2022
+ Follows South West Scotland Transport Study

Continuous programme of improvements for the A77 and
A75 including partial dualling, bypassing and other upgrades
to replace existing low-quality stretches of the road with
higher quality, more efficient and safer alternatives.

SWSTS, press release, 28.1.2020



I would like to extend an invitation to {the Transport Minister}

Safer,
to visit and drive the A75 and A77 and see first-hand how

G re e n e r | unfit these routes are for the volume of traffic that use them.
, ‘ NS Vi Scottish
Better

2\ §0nomat
@ Finlay Carson MSP, Conservative - Dumfries & Galloway, 17.6.2021

...investment in our transport ‘ ‘
infrastructure — namely the A75 and
A77 - has been woefully inadequate.

...the A75... need(s) to see enhancements to
improve traffic flows... they are vital economic
SNPX arteries to the communities they serve.

@ Emma Harper MSP, SNP - South of Scotland, d. e
21.01.2020 SCAI =i

@ SCDI Rural Commission - An Economy for All of Scotland

The road links to {Cairnryan} port, primarily the A75 and A77
are not fit for purpose ... lack of dual carriageways, the risks
of long diversions in the event of a closure and slower speed
limits passing through the numerous towns and villages.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Scottishi&Labour CALL 0131 516 5610
@ Colin Smyth MSP, Labour - South of Scotland, 10.2.2020




